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SECTION 1 - INTRODUCTION  

 

 

Dear Parents/Carers and Students 

 

During their first three years at Ricards Lodge, all students have followed a similar programme of 
study.  This has been developed to cover the requirements of the National Curriculum and to en-
able students to acquire important knowledge and skills across a full range of subjects.  

 

As students enter Year 10, they are embarking on an exciting stage of their learning journey and 
as a result of the Government increasing the age to which all young people must continue in edu-
cation or training will be able to choose one of the following options post 16:  

 

- full time education  

- an apprenticeship  

- part time education or training if they are employed, self employed or volunteering full time.  

 

Please take the time, and use the guidance provided to consider your choices carefully, as deci-
sions made now will have an impact on choices made later at 16 and 18. My best advice is to view 
Key Stages 4 and 5 as being one combined phase of education and for many girls we know that 
the provision in RR6 will be a natural base after year 11 to continue in their full time education.  

 

In order to be successful at key stage 4, full attendance and excellent punctuality are an essential 
component of our expectations, in addition to a positive, hard -working and ñcan doò attitude.  For 
this reason, applications for leave of absence during term time are likely to be refused in all but 
the most exceptional circumstances.  Please see the website for further details. 

 

Yours sincerely 

 

 

 

 

Mrs A Jerrard 

Headteacher 
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Dear Students  

 

This booklet is about how to choose your Key Stage 4 progression courses for the next two years. 
Make sure that you read the entire booklet carefully before you make any final decisions.  The de-
cisions you make are important ones. In line with the National Curriculum and school policy we 
have a common core  of subjects which everyone will study: English, Mathematics, Science, RE, 
PE and PSHE. 
 

However, if you have achieved level 6c  or higher in English, Mathematics, Science, History or Ge-
ography and a Language in your recent teacher assessments, you will have an extended core that 
includes either Additional Science GCSE or Triple Sciences (GCSEs in Biology, Chemistry and Phys-
ics), either GCSE History or GCSE Geography and a GCSE in a Modern Foreign Language (French, 
German or Spanish).   

 

If you are currently working at level 5a or below , you will have additional time in English, Maths 
and Science in order to maximise your chances of gaining a C or above in these vital core subjects.  
 

In addition  to these core pathways you should also opt to study subjects you are good at, may 
need for a career and enjoy. You have the opportunity to study a combination of GCSEs, BTECs 
and VCERTs. You should aim to choose subjects which give you a broad and balanced curriculum. 
 

A broad and balanced range  of subjects will ensure you will still have a wide choice of further 
study or careers when you are considering your post 16 choices, and at the end of each subject 
description there is information about which courses you could go on to study at Key Stage 5. 
Even so, you must choose your subjects carefully, so that you will have the qualifications you 
need.   

Make sure you talk about your choices with all the right people: your family, your subject teachers 
and your form tutor. Everyone will be glad to help.  

 

We hope to run all of the courses described in this booklet. Sometimes, however, a course which 
we offer may not run because of staffing difficulties, room restrictions and/or not enough students 
opt for it. If this does happen to one of your courses, we will try to ensure you get one of your top 
five choices. 

 

We expect your final Selection Form to be with your tutor  by Friday 14 th   March.  

 

Yours sincerely 

 

 

Ms Paula Simmons 

Deputy Headteacher 
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SECTION 2 ï GUIDANCE  

 

KEY STAGE 4  

The decisions you are about to make are very important. We wish to help you in every way and the follow-
ing arrangements should enable you and your parents to reach the best decision for you.  

 

1. Careers  programme in PSE ï January  -  March  

As you will be aware the PSE programme this term focuses on careers and routes into the next steps of 
your education. The main purpose of the Year 9 Careers programme is to encourage your daughter to think 
about how the subject choices she makes will help her to reach her career goals. 

 

This terms unit in PSHE provides your daughter with the opportunity to identify her own skills, qualities and 
attributes and consider her own aspirations, values and expectations of future learning and career path-
ways. Your daughter will also be encouraged to challenge stereotypical views on opportunities in learning 
and work and be able to reject these stereotypes if she wishes. She should also consider earnings and con-
sider how much she might earn in the future. Students will also investigate our local labour markets and the 
career options available to them in London.  
 

2. Choices Talk  -  Thursday 27 th  February  2.30 -3pm  Students only  

Ms Simmons will go through the subject choices you have and present you with your Key Stage 4 Courses 
Selection Form.  

 

3. Year 9 Curriculum Evening  -  Thursday 27 th  February 6pm ï 7.30pm  

At 6.00pm your parents will have a presentation in the main hall further explaining the progression into Key 
Stage 4 courses. 

From 6.30pm to 7.30pm subject staff will be available to talk to you and your parents / carers about your 
progression into Key Stage 4 and advice regarding Key Stage 5. 

 

4. Mr Francis Kennedy Careers Advisor  

Targeted students in Year 9 have access to face to face impartial careers Guidance either in the form of a 
group or individual careers interview.  The interview is an opportunity for your daughter to discuss her fu-
ture and next step options with a Careers Adviser who will give impartial information, advice and guidance.   

5. Subject Talks  

Many subjects will use lesson time to explain details of the GCSE, BTEC  or VCERT courses in their area.  

 

6. KS4 Progression Booklet  

The booklet outlines the courses which are to be offered in Years 10 and 11.  We hope that you find it use-
ful. 

 

In addition you will have received your TTR and Full Report  on the 14 th February and you will attend your 
Year 9 Parents Evening on  11 th  March, where your progress in all subjects can be discussed with your 
teachers.  
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KEY STAGE 4 CURRICULUM  

Your Programme of Study  

The programme of study for Years 10 and 11 can be divided into 2 areas:  

 

The CORE subjects: 

 

All students will study -   GCSEs in English Language and English Literature OR GCSE English (combined 
Language and Literature), Mathematics, Science, Religious Studies; Plus PSHE and core Physical Education 

 

Students who have achieved level 6c or higher in English, Maths, Science, History or Geogra-
phy and a Language ï will study a larger core that includes either Core and Additional or Triple Science 
(Biology, Chemistry and Physics), either History or Geography and a Language (French, German or Span-
ish). These students study two additional courses from the optional list below.  

 

Students who have achieved level 5a or below in the subjects above ï will have additional time in 
English, Maths and Science in order to maximise their opportunities to achieve well in these subjects.  In 
addition they must choose 2 subjects from the following list as part of their extended core ï History, Geog-
raphy, Additional Science, French or Spanish. These students study two additional courses from the optional 
list below. 

 

 

OPTIONAL further courses: 

All students can choose from a range of GCSE, BTEC and VCERT courses:  

Art  and Design GCSE 

Art  and Design BTEC 

Art Textiles  GCSE 

Performing Arts (Dance ) BTEC 

Drama  GCSE 

Performing Arts (Acting ) BTEC 

Performing Arts (Musical Theatre ) BTEC 

Geography  GCSE 

Travel and Tourism BTEC 

History  GCSE 

ICT BTEC 

French GCSE (for those who have taken French in KS3) 

Spanish GCSE (for those who have taken Spanish in KS3) 

Media BTEC  

Film Studies GCSE 

Music GCSE 

Music BTEC 

PE GCSE 

Sport BTEC 

Performing Arts (Production) BTEC 
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Health and Social Care BTEC 

Resistant Materials GCSE 

Engineering  BTEC 

Graphics GCSE 

Creative Studies ï Graphic Design VCERT 

Food Technology GCSE 

Textiles GCSE 

Creative Studies -  Craft  -  Food, Textiles or Wood Craft VCERT 

 

Guidance on how to make these choices, including how to complete the form and which subjects cannot be 
combined is found on the progression form.  

Please note ï any students who are fluent (both verbally and written) in a home language that can be taken at GCSE 
can do so. Students who wish to do this must also complete a Home Languages Application form and hand it in with 
this form to their tutor.  

MAKING YOUR CHOICES  

 

In making your choice of subjects:  

 

READ this booklet carefully for information about the courses available and look closely at details of 
entry requirements.  

ASK your teachers about your suitability for different courses  

TALK at home about the decisions to be taken ï remember they know you better than anyone else 
so listen to their advice.  

THINK  about your future career plans and which subjects will help achieve your aims. Ask RR6 stu-
dents for their help and advice or speak to Mr Francis Kennedy ï the careers advisor. 

RESEARCH on exam board and careers internet sites. 

 

The following people will also help you make your choices:  

 

1 Your individual subject teachers who will give you an idea of how well you might do in each subject.  

 

2 Your tutor who will advise you on which pathway you should be on, getting the balance of subjects 
right and the correct procedure for choosing.  

 

3 Mrs Wilford is responsible for careers education and can advise you on specific  

subjects needed for particular careers.  

 

4 Your Head of Year, Mrs McKenna, who has responsibility for managing the choices programme.  



8 

 

DO use these reasons for choosing subjects  

 

1 I do well in this subject  

 

2 This subject will help me achieve my career plans  

 

3 I enjoy this subject  

 

 

 

 

DO NOT use these reasons for choosing subjects  

 

1 This subject looks like an easy option. 

 (It wonôt be, and your should choose subjects for positive, not negative   

 reasons.) 

 

2 My friend is doing this subject, so Iôll do it too (you may have different abilities 
and different career plans. Be yourself. It is unlikely you will be in the same 
group anyway). 

 

3 I like the teacher I have for this subject so I will choose it. (You may have a 
different teacher next year.)  
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So what should you do once youôve decided on your courses? 

 

Deadline for KS4 Progression Forms  

Friday 14 th   March  

 

When you have decided which courses you wish to take, carefully complete the selection form enclosed 
with this booklet. Keep your own record of the choices you have made.  

 

 

 

The selection form must be returned to your tutor by Friday 14 th  March  at the latest.  

 

Do not make any decisions until you have read the entire booklet and have discussed your courses with 
subject teachers, your family, your form tutor and Mrs Wilford if appropriate.  

 

Finally, you will appreciate that a lot of work is necessary to sort out all of these choices. Mrs McKenna may 
need to talk to you at some point about the possibility of changing your choices.  

 

Thank you for completing the selection form.  

 

 

 

HOMEWORK AND BTEC/VCERT COURSEWORK / GCSE CONTROLLED ASSESSMENTS  

 

Whatever choice of subjects you finally make, you will be expected to supplement your school work with 
homework. For each subject you will be given homework every week, and your planners will continue to be 
used throughout Key Stage Four. Homework is necessary because it gives time for your to reflect on and 
extend what you have learnt in a lesson; or to prepare for the next lesson; or to write something to be as-
sessed so that the teacher knows how well your are doing and how independent you are as a learner.  

 

Most courses are assessed partly by controlled assessments or coursework. GCSE Controlled Assessments 
have to be completed at school under the supervision of your class teacher. These sessions are planned 
across the whole period of your course and your attendance is essential.  They cannot usually be re-
arranged. BTEC and VCERT Coursework is completed across the period of your course under the direction 
of the class teacher.  

We manage to give most girls their first choice of subjects. However, some groups may not run because of 
staffing difficulties, room restrictions or not enough girls opt for a particular subject. We have for this reason 
asked you to indicate on the selection form five possible choices in rank order of preference.  
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POLICY STATEMENT ON PUBLIC EXAMINATIONS  

 

As a comprehensive school we believe that all students are entitled to be entered for the relevant examina-
tion in each subject they study provided that  

 

they satisfy the regulations over Controlled Assessments. 

they satisfy the regulations over examinations. 

their attendance is satisfactory over the period of their  

Key Stage 4 courses. Exam entries will take into account exceptions for long term ill-
ness, bereavement etc. All such cases will be judged on their merits. 

 

Subject entries will be made by Heads of Departments in consultation with the Head of Year and other rele-
vant staff.  

 

Parents and students will be informed in writing of proposed entries in the Spring Term of Year 11, and will 
have the opportunity to discuss them with relevant staff.  

 

Parents of students failing to present themselves for an examination following an agreed entry will be liable 
for payment for the examination.  

 

It is essential that you are aware of the dates of all exams to avoid clashes with other appointments. All 
courses are assessed from the start of Year 10 and so any absence from school during the two years may 
result in a missed assessment and may jeopardise final grades. Please continue to check your daughterôs 
planner in Years 10 and 11. 
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BTEC Level 2 Award in ART AND DESIGN   

Exam Board: EDEXCEL 

The BTEC Level 2 Award in Art and Design has been developed to focus on: 

1. Education and training for Artists.  

2. Providing opportunities for Art Students to achieve a nationally recognised level 2         

vocationally specific qualification. 

3. Providing opportunities for learners to gain a nationally recognized vocationally specific qualification to 

enter employment in the Arts sector or to progress to further education vocational qualifications such as the 
Edexel level 3 BTEC National in Art and Design. 

Providing opportunities to develop a range of skills and techniques, personal qualities and attitudes         
essential for successful performance in working life. 

The BTEC Level 2 Award in Art and Design consists of 2 core units plus one specialist unit that provide for a 
combined total of 180 guided learning hours (GLH) for the completed qualification.  
 
Having completed the BTEC First Award in Art and Design, learners may wish to complete additional units 
in order to achieve the BTEC First Diploma. Alternatively, learners may wish to progress to a Level 3 course 
such as a BTEC National in Art and Design.  
 
The qualification aims to provide a broad based introduction to the Art and Design sector. Students will  
develop exciting projects in both 2 and 3 dimensions that will be viewed by Art and Design professionals. 
They will gain a greater knowledge of what it takes to work in the industry whilst developing their own 
creative potential. 
 
Assessment  
The new generation of BTEC qualifications feature an element of external assessment.   
Students will be required to develop projects that will be internally assessed during year 10 and the Autumn 
term of year 11.They will then develop an externally set assignment. The grade for the externally set     
assignment is worth 25% of the total grade. All of the students work will be externally moderated.  
 
Core units and  Assessment method  
1 Introduction to Specialist Pathways in Art and Design Internal  
2 Creative Project in Art and Design External  
 
Optional specialist  
3 Communicating Ideas in 2D Internal  
4 Communicating Ideas in 3D Internal  
5 Developing an Art and Design Portfolio Internal  
6 Investigating Contextual References in Art and Design Internal  
 
CAREERS 
Advertising, Architect, Animator, Camera person, Ceramists, Designer, Fine Artist,  Community/Youth Art 
Worker, Illustrator, Photographer, Sculptor, Teacher, Technician etc. 

STAFF TO CONTACT: Mr Rainsford (Head of Department), Ms Briggs, Ms Richards and Ms Begley 
 

9 
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GCSE Art and Design  

 

Syllabus Title:  GCSE Art & Design 

Exam Board:  EDEXCEL   

The course teaches you a wide range of practical and creative techniques and skills.  You 
will have two years to fully develop your artistic and creative side!  You will learn about and study in detail 
the Art and Culture of different times and cultures, and be able to respond with your own ideas to     pro-
jects that are set by your teacher.  

*Students choosing Art and Design can not also choose Art Textiles   

 
CONTENT 

You will study Art and Design for 5 periods over a 2 week timetable.  
 
In the studios you will study a range of techniques, materials and approaches to art practice: - 

-  Critical Theory - independent research and analysis 

- 2 major projects -  students work independently towards a chosen theme, and compile a working 
journal of supporting sketches, written notes and research, ideas and media experiments.  

- 2D drawing and painting  

- 3D sculptural work. 

During the course you will be introduced to a broad range of art skills.  

These could include 3D work in papier mache or clay, digital photography and image manipulation, or 
painting and drawing with different media.  At the end of the two year course these coursework units are 
assessed as your coursework grade (60% maximum available).   

The final 40% comes from the examination in Year 11.  

HOW MUCH WORK IS INVOLVED?  

Every teacher will tell you ña lot!ò  Also, because Art & Design is a practical subject, and is about you   
developing your own ideas, you will need to spend lots of your own time working on your projects.  We   
expect a minimum of 2 hours of homework, although most students do much more.  There is also a lot of 
written work involved where you have to write about your own work and the work of selected artists.  

 
ASSESSMENT 
Work completed during studio based lessons, independently in work journals (sketchbooks) and through 
personal projects combine to form your coursework (60% of overall mark).   

In the final year, candidates work on a set examination theme for eight weeks, culminating in a 10 hour 
practical examination, this, accompanied by a work journal or two is worth a maximum total of 40%.  

 

PROGRESSION AT POST-16 and beyond  
You can go on to study AS/A2 Levels in Art & Design or Photography. We offer these courses in the Sixth 
Form.  At age 18 you can then progress onto Foundation/Degree in Art & Design, Fine Art, Design    
Technology, History of Art, Advertising, Digital Arts.  
 
STAFF TO CONTACT: Mr Rainsford (Head of Department), Ms Preece, Ms Hayward and Ms Begley 
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GCSE Art Textiles  

 

Syllabus Title:   GCSE Art & Textiles  

Exam Board:   EDEXCEL   

The course teaches you a wide range of practical and creative techniques and skills related to using cloth, 
thread and dyes creatively.  You will have two years to develop these skills and your creative side to the 
full.  You will explore the Art of different lands and cultures, and use exotic fabrics such as Habotai Silk to 
produce your textiles. 

*Students choosing Art Textiles can not also choose Art & Design  

 

CONTENT 

You will study Art Textiles for 5 periods over a 2 week timetable.    

In the studios you will study techniques such as fabric painting, hand made felt making, appliqué, reverse 

appliqué, silk painting, beading and hand and machine embroidery. 

HOW MUCH WORK IS INVOLVED?  
Every teacher will tell you ña lot!ò.  The emphasis is on being creative so if you enjoy using colour and    
pattern you will enjoy this course.  You will be expected to do a lot of work yourself at home.  We expect a  
minimum of 2 hours per week, although most students do much more. You will look at Textiles found in 
different cultures and will use the work of artists and contemporary textile artists as inspiration for your 
own textiles.  

You will work on 3 main coursework units throughout the course.  

- A cushion + work journal    20% 

- A textile banner + work journal   20% 

- A table placement + work journal   20% 

 
TOTAL COURSEWORK  =  60%  
With each of these pieces of Textiles you MUST produce a full work journal (sketchbook).   
This is to record all your ideas, sewing samples and practical experiments and your written thoughts 
(annotation) as you work through the unit.  

ASSESSMENT 
All 3 of your coursework units form part of the overall grade for your GCSE.  In the final  

year, candidates work on a practical set examination.  You have the paper 8 school weeks before you come 
in to sit the exam.  Your exam piece coupled with a work journal or 2 is worth the other 40% to your   
overall grade.  

PROGRESSION AT POST-16 and Beyond  
You can go on to study AS/A2 Levels in Art & Design, Level 3  Diplomas in Creative Art and Media. We offer 
these courses in the Sixth Form. 

At age 18 you can then progress onto Foundation/Degree course in Fashion or Art, Printed Textiles, Woven 
and Knitted textiles, History of Fashion and Textiles, Theatrical design, Costume Design 

CAREERS 

Fashion Designer, Tailor, Wardrobe Mistress, Fashion Stylist, Window Dresser, Fashion Illustrator,   Fashion 
Journalist, Fashion Photography, Printed Textile Designer, Milliner. 

STAFF TO CONTACT: Mr Rainsford, Ms Preece, Ms Hayward and Ms Begley 
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                           CORE  PE      

  

All students are required to participate in one hour of physical education per week. PE 

contributes to the development of students making healthy lifestyle choices for their 

future. Every two weeks the department focuses on a healthy lifestyle theme including 

the importance of water, fats, fibre, carbohydrates and essential nutrients within the 

body . The department also focuses on increasing exercise levels to support the       

national requirements of two and a half hours of exercise per week. The ethos of the 

department is to encourage students to find a sport or activity they are passionate about and continue at a 

club within school or within their local area.  

 

Students in KS4 will be taught a range of activities including:  

Athletics     Badminton      Tennis 

Basketball     Health and Fitness   Cricket  

Netball     Team Games             Rounders  

Volleyball                           Trampolining     Softball   

 

 

Students will also have the opportunity to be taught by outside agencies including the Rugby Football Union, 

AFC Wimbledon, Surrey Cricket and Wimbledon Volleyball Club to inspire students to join outside clubs and 

activities including x swords fencing and London Youth Rowing. 

 

The PE department are closely linked with the Merton Schools Sports Partnership. The partnership offers 

leadership programmes at KS4 and are run through the website www.mertonssp.org.uk.  

 

Students are encouraged to participate in school clubs at lunchtime or after school. These include Badminton, 

Football, Netball, Athletics, Rounders, Tennis, Trampolining, Fencing, Rowing, Cricket and Fitness/Body    

conditioning including boxercise 

 

Talented students in lessons are invited to represent the school at the Merton Borough events  throughout 

the year. Students can also trial for Wimbledon Ball Girls in Year 10 for representation at the All England  

Tennis Championships.  

 

Staffing: Ms Clarke (Head of KS4 and 5), Ms Halpenny (Second in  Department), Ms Wildig (Head of KS3), 

Miss Siviter and Mr Bennett (PE teachers/ part time) 

http://www.mertonssp.org.uk
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BTEC Level 2 First Award  in Creative Digital Media Production  

 The BTEC First Award in Creative Digital Media is designed to:  

¶ encourage learners to look critically at the world of media and recognize that they  

already have a wealth of experience and knowledge. We then build on this by       

analysing current media products as case studies, eg iPhone TV adverts, to see how they are made to 

satisfy their target audiences. 

¶ support learners in planning and preparing to create their own digital media products. This will involve 

activities like running your own production meetings, storyboarding, scripting, budgeting, designing  

layouts and titles. For example, current Y10s are presently completing their proposals to make a brand 

new mobile phone advert for TV. 

¶ give learners the opportunity to develop a range practical skills (digital cameras / Photoshop / video 

cameras / digital editing), across the creative digital media sectors:  moving image, audio production, 

games design, website design and publishing. For example, as soon as they are ready current Y10s will 

be filming and editing their phone adverts  

¶ support progression to a more specialised level 3 vocational or academic media qualification, or an ap-

prenticeship. BTECs are vocational courses and you will learn skills that are used daily in the real world 

of work in Media industries. 

 Qualification structure  

The Edexcel BTEC Level 2 First Award in Creative Digital Media Production is taught over 120 guided learning 

hours (GLH). It has core and optional specialist units.  Learners must complete the two core units and a 

choice of optional specialist units to reach a total of 120 GLH. 

Assessment  

The new generation of BTEC qualifications feature an element of external assessment constituting 25% of 

the final grade For CDMP the assessment is a paper based written examination. 

The major share of the assessment is achieved via the completion of the set coursework unit assignments 

(75%). These assignments will be submitted and students get written and verbal feedback before they re-

draft a new version for final assessment. 

 

 
 

  

Staff to contact: Mr Whyte (Head of Media) 

Edexcel BTEC Level 2 First Award in Creative Digital Media Production  

Unit  Core units  Assessment method  GLH 

1  Digital Media Sectors and Audiences External 30  

2  Planning and Pitching a Digital Media Product Internal  30  

        

3  Digital Moving Image Production Internal  Internal  30  

4  Digital Audio Production Internal  Internal  30  

5  Digital Publishing Production Internal Internal  30  

6  Website Production Internal Internal  30  

7  Digital Games Production Internal Internal  30  
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Design Technology  

 

Technology is a subject that encourages students to apply knowledge that they 
have gained from many other areas of the curriculum to the solving of practical problems.  It gives students 
the opportunity to work in the following materials areas; Textiles, Food, Graphics or Resistant Materials.  All 
students have the opportunity to design and make practical solutions to real design problems.  

 

Syllabus Title:   Design & Technology: Textiles, Food, Graphics or Resistant Materials  

Exam Board:   Edexcel 

Exam Details:    Two mandatory units, one of which is a controlled assessment and one unit will be  
externally assessed. 

    

The two mandatory units are:  

Unit 1:  Creative Design and Make Activities 60% 

Unit 2: Knowledge and Understanding of Textiles, Food, Graphics or RM 40% 

 

Students will need to choose one material area they want to study over the two year course.  

 

Course content:  

Creativity is a fundamental part of design and technology. Many designers believe the quality of the initial 
idea and thought-provoking, innovative design to be cornerstones of every successful product. The creative 
design and make activities within this unit seek to develop creativity and confidence in studentôs ability to 
think, question, explore, create and communicate. Combining knowledge and understanding with practical 
skills, these activities are intended to provide breadth in creative learning and depth in the application of 
practical and transferable skills. 

  

Outline of the Course:  

This unit is internally assessed under controlled conditions. 

 

Students must complete a design and make activity. These activities can be linked (combined design and 
make) or separate (design one product, manufacture another).  

 

Centres will choose a task(s) from a range provided by Edexcel (available on our website at the start of each 
academic year). These tasks can be contextualised to best suit centre-specific circumstances. 

 

All work, with the exception of research and preparation, must be carried out under informal supervision. 
Research and preparation may be completed under limited supervision. 

 

Students need to complete their designing and making within 40 hours of informal supervision.  
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Design Technology  

 

Marking of task(s) will be carried out by teachers and moderated by Edexcel. 

There are eight assessment criteria for designing and five assessment criteria for making. 

 

There are a total of 50 raw marks available for the designing and 50 raw marks available for the making. 
One overall raw mark out of 100 is required.  
 
 

PROGRESSION AT POST-16.  

There are several progression routes that successful students on this course could take at post-16 ï some 
of which are available in the Sixth Form: BTEC National Diploma in Art and Design  
(with a range of Technology based specialisms).  A-Level in Product Design. 

 

STAFF TO CONTACT: Mrs. Tamang (Head of Department) or Mr. Sharman (Deputy Head of Technology)  
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GCSE DRAMA 

Syllabus Title:   Drama 

Exam Board:   EDEXCEL 

Exam Details:  Unit 1: Teacher Controlled Assessment 30% of final mark 

   Unit 2: Teacher Controlled Assessment 30% of final mark 

   Unit 3: Externally Assessed 40% of final mark 

 

GCSE Drama aims to give students the opportunity to develop:  

Creative and imaginative powers 

Practical skills for communication and expressing ideas, feeling and meanings in drama 

Critical and analytical skills evaluating drama and mediums particularly through live theatre performance 

 

Unit 1: Drama Exploration  

Students will explore through the programme of study a range of ideas and issues in response to given 
stimulus. 

They will demonstrate their ability to reflect upon and evaluate drama work through:  

Engaging with a range of drama activities  

Exploring a range of stimuli from different times and cultures  

Making connections and comparisons between different stimuli.  

 

Coursework: students submit a documentary response (no longer than 2000 words)  

 

Unit 2: Exploring Play Texts  

Students will be introduced to the content of plays written for the theatre. They will learn how to interpret a 
play in various ways and understand how a play works in performance.   

 

They will demonstrate their ability to interpret play texts and plays in performance through:  

the use of at least four explorative strategies  

responding to plays in performance  

evaluating their own and other students work.   

 

Coursework: students submit a documentary response evaluating their own and other students work (no 
more than 1000 words). An evaluation of live performance of a complete play (no more than 2000 words).  

 

Unit 3: Drama performances  

Students are required to demonstrate their skills as performers or in a theatre craft using any appropriate 
material as a stimulus for performance. They are required to perform in front of an audience.  
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GCSE Drama (Continued)  

 

Coursework: No written coursework is required, except an outline of the performance, 
with a copy of the adapted script if one is used.  

Drama  is a practical subject, which requires commitment and dedication. This is an ideal 
course for those interested in drama as an art form and/or as a means of communication. 
Drama allows students the opportunity to experiment and take risks; enabling students to 
explore reality through fantasy. The process of drama is as important as the final product.  

 

PROGRESSION AT POST-16  

There are several progression routes that students who achieve a C or above on this course could take at 
post-16 ï all of which are available at our Sixth Form RR6: 

A Levels in Drama, Performing Arts or Theatre Studies. 
 

BTEC National Diploma in Performing Arts with routes in Acting, Musical Theatre, Production or Arts          
Administration. 

 

Drama can benefit students who wish to pursue a career in the arts, media, the communications industry, the 
law, marketing and any career which deals with the public.  

 

STAFF TO CONTACT: Mr Ralton (Head of Department) and Ms Tolockzo  
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BTEC Level 2 Award in ENGINEERING   

Exam Board: EDEXCEL 

The BTEC Level 2 Award in Engineering has been developed to  provide an 

engaging, robust, broad-based introduction to engineering.  It provides     

underpinning knowledge, understanding and practical skills that reflect the needs of employers and higher 

and further education professionals. 

Students who wish to study this subject further Post-16 could progress onto Aô Levels in Engineering or      

Design Technology Product Design. The Engineering BTEC also provides a route to employment at a junior 

level in a range of engineering posts. 

This is a new course for our offer here at Ricards Lodge and comes from a desire to address the need for 

more women to enter the field of STEM (Science, technology, Engineering and Maths). 

Students who are achieving at the highest level on the course (distinction/distinction plus) and are also      

predicted to achieve A/A* in GCSE Maths, will be given the opportunity to apply for the prestigious Arkwright   

Engineering Scholarships.  Successful students, during their Aô Level studies (which must include Maths) are 

sponsored with money for equipment and trips, along with being given on-site training workshops with a 

range of engineering firms across the UK. 

Assessment  

The new generation of BTEC qualifications feature an element of external assessment.  There are three types 

of assessment depending upon the course. 

Paper based written explanations. 

Onscreen tests involving candidates working through an online test under controlled conditions.  

Set tasks or performances judged by an external moderator. 

 

Core units and  Assessment method  

1 The Engineered Worldðexternally assessed  

2 Investigating an Engineering Productðinternally assessed  

 

Optional specialist units ðtwo units will be chosen from:  

3 Health and Safety in Engineering 

4 Engineering Maintenance 

5 Engineering Materials 

6 Computer-aided Engineering 

7 Machining Techniques 

8 Electronic Circuit Design and Construction  

 

CAREERS 

Manufacturing, automotive engineering, electrical/electronic engineering, mechanical engineering,          

aeronautical and nautical engineering, architecture, structural engineering etc.  

 

STAFF TO CONTACT: Ms Tamang (Head of Technology), Mr Sharman (Deputy Head of Technology),  

    Mr Pain  
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Syllabus Title:   GCSE Combined  English  

Specification:   4190 

Exam Board:   WJEC 

Assessment Details:  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Unit 4: Speaking and Listening                                              Controlled assessment  

Speaking and Listening: Communicating and adapting language; interacting and responding; creating and 

sustaining roles  

This will be reported on as part of the qualification, but will not form part of the final mark and grade.  

In Year 10 you will begin a two-year course that will lead you to acquiring GCSE English. You will do this 

through a combination of controlled assessments and examinations.  

English is exciting to study at Key Stage 4 because you will be introduced to a wide range of texts which will 

give you the opportunity to explore, think about and discuss issues such as relationships and    growing up.  

The course will build on the skills you learned in Key Stage 3. You will study a wide variety of fiction: poetry, 

prose and drama. You will read a rich range of poetry, prose, and drama, including a text from the English, 

Welsh or Irish literary heritage, a text from different culture or tradition, and a play by Shakespeare.  

Examples of the types of texts you may study include:  óTo Kill a Mockingbirdô, óOf Mice and Menô, ôAnita and 

meô. You will also study a Shakespeare play.  

In addition, you will spend some time reading and writing about non-fiction and media texts, including extracts 

from autobiographies, biographies, diaries, advertisements and digital and multi-modal texts of various kinds 

from newspapers and magazines, brochures and the internet.  

Finally, there will be plenty of opportunities for speaking and listening including: literature essays, discussions, 

role play, hot seating, talks and presentations and group work ï these are all an important part of the assess-

ment process.  

English GCSE is an essential foundation for whatever choices you make in the future.  Post 16 providers,     

Universities and employers will want to know whether you have good literacy and oral communication skills; a 

Grade C or above in English is therefore an important goal for every student.  

 

STAFF TO CONTACT:  Ms Frampton (Head of English) and Ms Bloom  

Unit 1: English in the daily world (reading)                                        Examination 30% 

Reading: non-fiction texts 

Unit 2: English in the daily world (writing)                                         Examination 30% 

Writing: information and ideas 

Unit 3: English in the world of the imagination                       Controlled assessment 

40% 

Reading: literary texts (two assignments: 10% each): literary heritage poetry & Shake-

speare; different cultures prose 

Writing: open writing (two assignments: 10% each): 1st and 3rd person narrative 
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 GCSE English Language and Literature  

 Syllabus Title:   GCSE English Language and Literature 

GCSE Specification:  4705 and 4710 

Exam Board:   AQA 

Exam Details:    

English Language:  

Unit 1 ï Understanding and Producing Non-Fiction Texts  60% Examination 

Unit 2 ï Speaking and Listening      a Grade is awarded.  

Unit 3 ï Understanding Texts and Writing Creatively  40% Controlled Assessment 

English Literature:  

Unit 1 ï Exploring Modern Texts     40% Examination 

Unit 2 ï Poetry Across Time      35% Examination 

Unit 3 ï Shakespeare and the English Literary Heritage 25% Controlled Assessment 

 In Year 10 you will begin a two -year course that will lead you to acquiring TWO separate GCSEs ï          

GCSE ENGLISH and GCSE LITERATURE. You will do this through a combination of controlled assessments and 

examinations. English is exciting to study at Key Stage 4 because you will be introduced to a wide range of 

texts which will give you the opportunity to explore, think about and discuss issues such as relationships and 

growing up.  

The course will build on the skills you learned in Key Stage 3. You will study a wide variety of fiction: poetry, 

prose and drama. You will read some poetry written before 1941 as well as that by modern poets. Some of 

the poetry is written by people from around the world.  You will also read novels or short stories by writers 

past and present.  

Examples of the types of texts for Literature you may study include: óGreat Expectationsô by Charles Dickens, 

Jane Austenôs óPride and Prejudiceô, óTo Kill a Mockingbirdô, óOf Mice and Menô, óLord of the Fliesô by William 

Golding, óTouching the Voidô by Joe Simpson. You will also study a Shakespeare play as well as a modern 

play.  

In addition, you will spend some time reading and writing about non -fiction and media texts, including the 

moving image (film or television).  

 Finally, there will be plenty of opportunities for speaking and listening including: a controlled assessment on 

the study of spoken English, discussions, role play, hot seating, talks and presentations and group work ï 

these are all an important part of the assessment process.  

 English GCSE is an essential foundation for whatever choices you make in the future.  Colleges, Universities 

and employers will want to know whether you have good literacy and oral communication skills; a Grade B or 

above in English is therefore an important goal for every student.  

PROGRESSION AT POST ï 16  
Your GCSE course prepares you well for some courses at A Levelïit teaches you to think both creatively and 
analytically, to develop logical and detailed written responses, to write with sophistication and with accuracy 
and to develop confidence in speaking in a range of situations.  

 
STAFF TO CONTACT: Ms Frampton (Head of English) and Miss Shaw (2nd in English).  
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GCSE Film Studies  

 

Syllabus Title:   Film Studies GCSE 

Exam Board:   WJEC   

Entry requirements:  Will best suit students with English Level 6c at least  

Do you love watching films? Have you ever thought about making a short film? 

Calling all you potential Spielbergs, Tarantinos, Scorceses, Hitchcocks, Welles, Wachowskis, Nolans,  

Coppolas, Bigelows, Campions, Almodavars, Kurosawas, Hanekes - Film Studies is for students who want to 

know more, and understand better, about how films get made ï in Britain, Hollywood and all over the world. 

Film is widely acknowledged as the major art form of the 20th century and today film continues to be an     

important part of most peopleôs cultural experience. This specification is designed to build upon studentsô own 

experience of film ï as consumers and creators ï and to encourage a recognition of the complexity of this  

experience within an increasingly globalised, interconnected environment. Starting with familiar mainstream 

films, the specification allows students to study films and the ways in which they are experienced, the         

importance of visual representation in    todayôs global society and the place film has in communicating ideas,     

attitudes and cultural beliefs, both now and in the past. 

 

SUMMARY OF ASSESSMENT 

A: External Assessment (50%)  

Paper 1: Exploring Film 30% (1 hr 30 minutes)  

Four compulsory questions focusing on analyzing a short film sequence to see how it has been             

constructed to fit the genre expectation (2014 Superhero genre). 

Paper 2: Exploring Film outside Hollywood 20% (1 hour)  

Three compulsory questions on one film produced outside Hollywood, chosen from a list prescribed by 

WJEC for summer 2014 we chose the French film Amelie. 

B: Controlled Assessment (50%)  

1: Exploring a film of the candidateôs choice ï two tasks (30 marks)  

An exploration of a film of a candidateôs choice consisting of (i) industry research  (350-500 words) and (ii) a 

micro analysis  of a short extract from the film (350 ï 750 words). 

2: Production ï four tasks (70 marks)  

Candidates create (i) a pitch for an imaginary film (approximately 150 words), use the created pitch to form 

the basis of (ii) a preproduction (chosen from a list of options) and (iii) a final production (chosen from a list 

of options). They then complete (iv) a brief evaluative analysis of the final production. 

 

PROGRESSION AT POST-16: 

There are several progression routes that successful students on this course could take at post-16 ï many of 

which are available at our Sixth Form RR6: 

Aô Levels in Film Studies, Media Studies, Photography, Communication or similar creative or critical courses. 

  

STAFF TO CONTACT:  Mr Whyte (Head of Media, Film & Photography)  

https://www.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl&imgrefurl=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.canterbury.ac.uk%2Fabout%2Fchaplaincy%2FFaith-Film-list-Lent-term.asp&h=0&w=0&sz=1&tbnid=3cc-Fo8fZZcIWM&tbnh=176&tbnw=287&zoom=1&docid=ZurQFNGmp83BlM&ei=fsILU5D-Ksi80QWft4HoCA&ved=0CAUQsCU
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NCFE Level 2 CERTIFICATE IN CREATIVE STUDIES:   

CRAFT ï Focus on Food / Textiles or Wood Craft  

 

 

This course runs for two years, consists of 4 Units, which are assessed individually and possible 
grades are pass, merit and distinction.  
 
This qualification aims to:  

 develop a broad and comprehensive understanding of craft  

 develop a significant knowledge core which spans the vocational sector  

 provide academic and study skills that will support progression within craft and more broadly.  

 
The objectives of this qualification are to help learners to:  

 use raw materials, tools and equipment in a safe and competent manner  

 develop analytical and research skills  

 evaluate their own work, develop ideas and learning through the craft process  

 develop an understanding of health and safety considerations in the craft environment  

 develop an overview of enterprise skills and characteristics present in successful enterprising individuals  

 develop communication skills through a range of media.  
 
Unit 1 Exploring craft and enterprise skills  
At this level, learners will already have developed basic craft skills and knowledge of materials and           
techniques. In this unit, learners will extend their understanding of how to exploit the strengths and  weak-
nesses of materials and resources according to their ideas and intentions. They will develop techniques to 
use the materials and resources appropriately and will observe health and safety procedures.  
 
Learners will also identify and explore enterprising project opportunities, selecting one to develop further. The 
unit encourages learners to reflect on their own enterprise skills and to relate them to their own  career      
progression.  
 
Unit 2 Research and develop design ideas for craft items  
Learners will draw ideas from a range of sources to explore possible ways forward and will develop them 
creatively to achieve their intended outcome(s). Learners will record significant points of development in their 
craft work and will reflect on what they have done, making appropriate modifications in response to            
circumstances and feedback from Teachers and peers. Learners will follow health and safety procedures 
when developing and adapting ideas.  
 
 

Unit number and title Mandatory/optional  Assessment 

Unit 01 Exploring craft and enter-

prise skills 

Mandatory Internally assessed portfolio of 

evidence 

Unit 02 Research and develop de-

sign ideas for craft items 

Mandatory Internally assessed portfolio of 

evidence 

Unit 03 Respond to a craft brief Mandatory Externally assessed assignment 

Unit 04 Produce final craft work Mandatory Internally assessed portfolio of 

evidence 
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Unit 3 Respond to a craft brief (EXAM)  
In this unit, learners will use the information from a range of sources they research to inform their ideas in  
response to a given design brief. Learners will use visual techniques to present their final idea together with a 
costing project plan.  
 
Unit 4 Produce final craft work  
In this unit learners will prepare and produce final craft item(s) following health and safety procedures.     
Learners will demonstrate a level of skill when using materials and techniques and will set and adhere to their 
own targets for production. Learners will evaluate what they have learnt through the whole craft process and 
how their final item(s) portrays their original ideas and intentions. Learners will reflect on their own technical 
skills.  
 
 

STAFF TO CONTACT: Mrs. Tamang (Head of Department) or Mr. Sharman (Deputy Head of Technology)  

 

When you are completing your progression form and asking your technology teacher to sign it, 
please also indicate if you would prefer to study Food, Textiles or Wood Craft.  

 

 

IMPORTANT NOTE ðstudents who take any one of these craft courses can not 
also do GCSE Art or Art Textiles or BTEC Art.  
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GCSE French  

Syllabus Title:   French  
Exam Board:    AQA 

 
Why do you need study a language at KS4?  

In the enlarged European Union, if you speak more than one language, you will enjoy more opportunities 
than ever before. 

Almost any job can involve languages, whether it is based in the UK or abroad. 

A language qualification will add a bonus to your career, making you more employable in the job market and 
you will be able to work anywhere in the EU or beyond.  

The GCSE in French will develop further your language skills. You will have the opportunity to: 

¶ develop your ability to understand and use the language effectively  

¶ develop an understanding of grammar and language patterns to help you speak and write the language           
accurately 

¶ learn about other cultures and civilisations, comparing them to your own  

¶ carry on studying it for AS and A level 

 
The two year GCSE course covers four main themes, which are subdivided in topics: 

Lifestyle  

Leisure  

Home and the environment  

Work and education  

 
If you decide to opt for a language at Key Stage 4, you must study the one you did at Key Stage 3.  

Exam details:   Four compulsory papers with the following weighting:  

  1 Listening   (20%)  

  2 Reading     (20%)  

  3 Speaking   (30%)    2 tasks to be submitted  

  4 Writing      (30%)   2 tasks to be submitted  

Listening, Reading and Writing are  assessed and marked externally by the exam board. 

Speaking is assessed and marked internally by the teacher, and moderated by the board. 

Listening and Reading are both offered at Foundation and Higher levels. 

Speaking and Writing are untiered, and differentiated by outcome.  

RR6 offers AS Level in French. 
 

Extra -curricular Activities:  

In Year 10, there will be an opportunity to take part in a residential trip to France.  

 

STAFF TO CONTACT: Ms Mostefai (Head of Department), Mrs Shew (Deputy Head of Department)  
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GCSE Geography  

  

Syllabus Title:  Geography B  2012 Evolving Planet Specification 

Exam Board:  Edexcel 

Exam:          Paper 1:    Examination of two of units   50%                        

          Paper 2:     Decision making paper             25% 

           Coursework:      25% 

Is this the right subject for me?  

In order to answer this question, ask yourself what you enjoy about studying geography.   

Try these questions. 

Do I want to:  

¶ learn about and understand the world I live in?  

¶ develop skills that will help me in other subjects and in employment, such as ICT and research? 

¶  complete practical work away from the classroom? 

¶ learn how to work in a team with other students?  

¶ learn through investigating, not listening and reading?  

What will I learn?  

The world is always changing. This specification gives you the chance to learn about those changes. There 
are four units:  

  

Unit 1: Dynamic Planet  

This will give you a sound understanding of important physical processes such as geological processes,     
ecosystems, the atmosphere and climate, and the hydrological cycle. These topics are inter-linked and       
although you may study them  separately the unit is designed to show you how physical geography combines 
to create a ólife support systemô for the planet. 

  

Unit 2: People and the Planet  

This focuses on human geography. In a similar way to Unit 1, it links together to build an overall  under-
standing of human geography. You will study how populations grow and change, where people live and work, 
and how they exploit and use resources. 

There are also options in Units 1 and 2 so you will choose to study some topics in more depth such as rivers 
or coasts, cities or the countryside, development or economic geography and oceans or extreme climates.   

 

Unit 3: Making Geographical Decisions  

This is a decision making exercise, where you study a specific topic, such as Antarctica, in detail. This topic is 
designed to teach you how to make decisions about a specific topic, based on the evidence studied. The skills 
your will learn in this topic will be valuable in all aspects of this GCSE in geography, and the rest of your life.  
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Unit 4: Researching Geography  

This will involve undertaking research, carrying out fieldwork and then writing it up. The research and      
fieldwork can be undertaken out -of-class, but the writing up will all be in class time. This means you have to 
spend less time at home doing you geography coursework  

 

How will I be assessed?  

Higher and Foundation examination papers are available. For the core Units 1 and 2, exam  papers are      
resource based. You will have maps, photographs and diagrams to help you answer the questions. Questions 
will range from short questions up to larger extended writing questions.  

  

Unit 3, Making Geographical Decisions, is a decision making exercise based on pre-release resources. These 
will consist of a colour resource booklet on a geographical issue or location. Your teacher can work with you 
on the resources. Questions will assess your understanding of the resources in relation to environmental    
issues and sustainability. 

  

Unit 4, Researching Geography, is the Controlled Assessment (Coursework) unit. You will complete fieldwork 
and data collection for this unit, and analyse and write up your results in class.  

  

Each of the four units are worth 25% of the GCSE marks. 

What do I need to know, or be able to do, before taking this course?  

You will have learned a number of geographical skills and a body of geographical knowledge at Key Stage 3. 

These will be developed further during the GCSE course to give you a deeper understanding of the world. 

Much will be new but your previous study of geography will have helped prepare you to think like a          

geographer, so the development of new skills and concepts will be easy. 

PROGRESSION AT POST-16 and beyond  

Students who complete this course at grade B or above can go on to study Geography at AS/A Level at RR6.  

It is also excellent preparation for studying other level 3 qualifications such as Sociology,  Economics and 

Government and Politics.   

 

Geography really is an education for life. Employers and Universities value the broad range of  transferable 

skills that Geography delivers. Geography fits neatly with science, arts and humanities.  Geographers also 

tend to have very good ICT skills.  

A GCSE in Geography is excellent preparation for a career in planning, resource and countryside              
management, tourism and recreation, environmental management and development. Many Geographers also 
move into general management careers or branch out into journalism or teaching.  

Next steps!  

If you would like to find out more about the issues and topics that modern Geographers study visit the      
following source: 

The National Geographic magazine website. www.nationalgeographic.com/index.html  

The BBC GCSE Bitesize website. www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/hotlinks/geography.shtml  

The WorldMapper website. www.worldmapper.org    

The Royal Geographical Societyôs Geography in the News website. www.geographyinthenews.rgs.org/
usefullinks/ 

  

STAFF TO CONTACT: Mr Lloyd (Head of Department)  

http://www.geographyinthenews.rgs.org/usefullinks/
http://www.geographyinthenews.rgs.org/usefullinks/


29 

 

      GCSE German  

Syllabus Title:   German  

Exam Board:    AQA 

Why do you need study a language at KS4?  

In the enlarged European Union, if you speak more than one language, you will enjoy more opportunities than 

ever before. 

Almost any job can involve languages, whether it is based in the UK or abroad. 

A language qualification will add a bonus to your career, making your more employable in the job market and 

you will be able to work anywhere in the EU or beyond. 

 

The GCSE in German will develop further your language skills. You will have the opportunity to: 

Ŀ  develop your ability to understand and use the language effectively 

Ŀ  develop an understanding of grammar and language patterns to help you speak and write the language 

accurately 

Ŀ  learn about other cultures and civilisations, comparing them to your own 

Ŀ  carry on studying it for AS and A level 

 

The two year GCSE course covers four main themes, which are subdivided in topics: 

Lifestyle  

Leisure  

Home and the environment  

Work and education  

Exam details:   Four compulsory papers with the following weighting:  

  1 Listening   (20%)  

  2 Reading     (20%)  

  3 Speaking   (30%)    2 tasks to be submitted  

  4 Writing      (30%)   2 tasks to be submitted  

Listening, Reading and Writing are  assessed and marked externally by the exam board. 

Speaking is assessed and marked internally by the teacher, and moderated by the board. 

Listening and Reading are both offered at Foundation and Higher levels. 

Speaking and Writing are untiered, and differentiated by outcome.  

RR6 offers AS Levels in German. 

Extra -curricular Activities:  

In Year 10, there will be an opportunity to take part in a residential trip to Germany. 

 

 STAFF TO CONTACT : Ms Mostefai (Head of Department), Mrs Shew (Deputy Head of Department) 

https://www.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.howtolearngerman.de%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2012%2F03%2Fstudy-german.jpg&imgrefurl=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.howtolearngerman.de%2Fgerman-for-beginners%2F&docid=b2JcQyUuizOcPM&tbnid=7QPfxX4PUkwfhM%3A&w=500&
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NCFE Level 2 CERTIFICATE IN CREATIVE STUDIES:   

 

GRAPHIC DESIGN  

 

¶ Each candidate is required to undertake an external assessment. External assessments are set and marked by 

NCFE. The assessment assesses candidatesô knowledge, understanding and skills based on Unit 03 of the quali-

fication.  
¶ The external assessment is administered under specified assessment conditions and lasts for 30 hours.  

¶ The 30 hours are split as follows: 

 

 

Skills and type of work required 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Unit number and title Mandatory/optional  Assessment 

Unit 01 Understand graphic processes, 

materials and techniques 

Mandatory Internally assessed portfolio of evidence 

Unit 02 Research sources of ideas in a 

graphic design context 

Mandatory Internally assessed portfolio of evidence 

Unit 03 Develop ideas and graphic 

solutions 

Mandatory Externally assessed assignment 

Unit 04 Plan, produce and present fi-

nal graphic design work 

Mandatory Internally assessed portfolio of evidence 

Å20 hours preparation time ï this should be done under normal classroom conditions.  

Å10 hours timed external assessment ï specific tasks that must be done under timed examination conditions and must not include an y 

preparation time.  

Åunderstanding of the graphic design industry and develop the basic skills across a range of areas within the subject 

Åwritten work or class notes  

Åproducts or samples of practical work 

Åcase studies 

Åsimulated activities or role play  

Ålearning logs 
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Learners who achieve this qualification could progress to level 3 courses (VCERTS, 
BTECs or AôLevels) in: 

Art & Design, Interactive Media, Creative Craft, Photography, Music Technology, Performance Skills 
and GCSEs in Art & Design and related subjects. 
 
 
STAFF TO CONTACT: Mrs. Tamang (Head of Department) or Mr. Sharman (Deputy Head of Technology)  

 
 
 
 

Åvideo or audio recordings 

Åother appropriate formats suggested by the teacher/Assessor. 



32 

 

BTEC Health and Social Care  

 

EXAM BOARD: Edexcel 

Key features of the BTEC First in Health and Social Care  

The BTEC Firsts in Health and Social Care have been developed to: 

¶ provide education and training for future health and social care employees 

¶ give learners the opportunity to enter employment in the health and social care sector or to progress 
to vocational qualifications such as the Edexcel BTEC Level 3 Nationals in Health and Social Care 

¶ give learners the opportunity to develop a range of skills and techniques, personal skills and attributes 
essential for successful performance in working life. 

 

The Edexcel BTEC Level 2 First Award in Health and Social Care is a 120-guided learning hour qualification 
(GLH) that consists of two core units and two optional units. 

There is an external assessment up to 25 per cent of the qualification; set and marked by Edexcel.  

 
Students will complete the following core units:  Credit Level  

1 Human Lifespan Development  Externally assessed  30 GLH 

2 Health and Social Care Values  Internally assessed  30 GLH 

 

Students will also complete one or two units from:  

3 Effective Communication in Health and Social Care   Internally assessed  30 GLH 

4 Social Influences on Health and Wellbeing    Internally assessed  30 GLH 

5 Promoting Health and Wellbeing      Internally assessed   30 GLH 

6 The Impact of Nutrition on Health and Wellbeing    Internally assessed   30 GLH 

7 Cultural Diversity in Health and Social Care     Internally assessed   30 GLH 

8 Individual Rights in Health and Social Care     Internally assessed   30 GLH 

 

Work is assessed by case studies, assignments, observations and projects.  All coursework is internally     
assessed by teaching staff and moderated externally.   

PROGRESSION AT POST-16:  
The BTEC First Award Level 1/Level 2 in Health and Social Care will give learners an introduction to the   
sector and potential progression to the Edexcel BTEC Level 2 First Diploma in Health and Social Care or the 
Edexcel BTEC Level 2 Diploma in Society, Health and Development.  Progression could also be to higher level 
qualifications, such as the Edexcel BTEC Level 3 Nationals in Health and Social Care, Edexcel BTEC Level 3 
Diploma in Society, Health and Development or the Edexcel BTEC Level 2 or 3 NVQs in Health and Social 
Care. 

 

STAFF TO CONTACT: Ms Collinson (Head of BTEC Health and Social Care) 
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GCSE History  

Syllabus Title:    Schools History Project  

Exam Board:   EDEXCEL 

Exam Details:   Unit 1 Medicine and Treatment 25%                                

    Unit 2 Life in Germany c.1919-c.1945 25%                                        

    Unit 3 The Transformation of Surgery c.1845-c.1948 25%                                                         

    Unit 4 Controlled Assessment:  Vietnam 1960-75 25% 

 Entry requirements:  There is no tiered entry, which means that all students sit the same examination     

papers and have access to all GCSE grades.  Teaching will be in groups which are set by ability. A love of 

reading, current affairs and people helps!  

Each unit is worth 25% of the entire GCSE course. Students will study:  

 

This year the History Department has discussed the values that we believe should underpin a 

history curriculum. We decided on the following : 

 

Social justice  

Bravery/courage  

Democracy & participation  

As such we are proud of our GCSE History curriculum in that it enables students to develop and understand 

these values. The History course is interesting, diverse and chronologically broad so students get a full sweep 

of History all the way from the Roman period to the present day. The study of this History GCSE enables   

students to investigate the past in order to help understand the world we live in today. Issues such as      

discrimination and inequality  

Year 10  ¶ The War in Vietnam: USA and the 

Vietcong 1945 -75 

¶ Study in Depth: Medicine & Pub-

lic Health in Britain from 50AD to 

the Present Day   

¶ The Vietnam War course looks at   reasons 

for US involvement and the controversy of 

massacres of innocent civilians at My Lai.  

¶ The study in depth looks at developments in 

medical practice & disasters such as the 

Black Death, or medical triumphs such as the         

discovery of penicillin.  

Year 11 ¶ Depth Study: From Democracy 

to Dictatorship: Germany      

1918-45 

¶ Changes in Surgery 1845 to 1948   

¶ The Germany unit looks at the problems of 

democracy and Hitlerôs later persecution of 

minority groups.  

¶ The Surgery unit looks at dramatic changes 

in approaches to pain, blood loss and infec-

tion from the Victorian period up to World 

War Two.  
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are tackled along with issues such as health provision in Britain today. The course 

seeks to stimulate independent thought and encourages the forming of studentsô 

own ideas and opinions.  

  

How is History useful to me for A -Level, University or the world of work?  

History is an English Baccalaureate subject and as such is one of the most nationally academically respected 

options.  History is a highly respected A Level by both Universities and employers and provides many        

opportunities for later life. Many people who study history go on to be:  

 

¶ Lawyers  

¶ Journalists  

¶ Politicians   

¶ Work on television and in the media,  

¶ Business managers  

¶ Researchers for big Think -Tanks and Pollsters  

¶ Professors and academics  

¶ Business owners   

¶ Professional Historians  

¶ Archaeologists  

 

Students who study GCSE History and achieve a grade C or higher could also progress onto A Levels in Soci-

ology, Psychology and Government and Politics.  These courses, along with History AS/A Level are available 

in our Sixth Form RR6. 

 

 

STAFF TO CONTACT: Mr Knowland (Head of Department), Mrs Ellery, Mr Bennett, Mr Tate.  
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ICT  

BTEC Level 2 IT  

Exam Board: Edexcel 

About this course  
BTECs are vocational qualifications, where students develop knowledge and understanding by applying 
their learning and skills in a work-related context. In the years since their introduction, BTEC Firsts have 
become increasingly popular and effective. They engage students in taking responsibility for their own 
learning, and develop essential work-related skills, such as working to deadlines and presenting             
information effectively. BTEC Firsts motivate students and open doors to further study or the workplace.  

Will I enjoy this course?  

¶ You will enjoy this course if you want to study a subject that: 

¶ is relevant to the world you live in, and to your future 

¶ focuses on information technology and the online world 

¶ involves coursework  

¶ develops a range of skills  that will be useful in other subjects you study as well as in employment,    
including: working with others; problem-solving; independent study; and personal, learning and thinking 
skills 

How does it follow on from what I learned before?  
You have already developed a range of skills and knowledge that will be of great help in studying this 
course.  You will be able to apply what you are learning and understand more about the world of IT. As well 
as learning about careers in IT, you will learn about and develop the skills that employers look for in the IT 
industry. By the end of the course, you will have an understanding of how the internet works, and the   
hardware, networking and online services that make up the worldwide web. You will be using Microsoft 
software like Word, Excel, Access, PowerPoint and Publisher; as well as graphics and animation software 
from the Adobe Creative Suite, like Fireworks, Illustrator, Photoshop; and the web design software,  
Dreamweaver. You may also have the opportunity to take a computer science module and to develop  
computer programming skills. 

What courses will this allow me to do in 6 th Form?  

You could go on to take BTEC Level 3 (or ñNationalò) in IT, or A Level IT or Computing, but the computer 
skills and thinking skills you gain will be useful in most subjects. 

What about Exams?  

BTECs are primarily coursework qualifications, although there will also be an online test to complete, which 
will be marked externally. You will also produce a digital portfolio, which is an exciting onscreen way to 
showcase your achievements. The units are graded Pass, Merit or Distinction. 

There is a wide range of units we can choose from. These are some of the topics you might study: 

The Online World (externally assessed) 

Technology Systems (external) 

Creating Digital Graphics and Animation (internally assessed) 

Creating Digital Audio and Video (internal) 

Software and Mobile Apps Development (internal)  

Website Development (internal) 

Spreadsheet and Database Development (internal) 

Computer Networks (internal)  

Staff to contact: Mr Bell (Head of Key Stage 4 ICT), Ms Adegoke 
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GCSE Mathematics  
                          

Syllabus Title:   Mathematics  Linear  
Exam Board:   Edexcel (edexcel.org.uk)  
Exam detail:   100% written exam   No coursework  
 
 Paper    Content        Weighting          When?  

1 Non   Statistics & Probability, Number & 
Calculator       Algebra, Geometry & Measures             50%            June 2015  

 

2  Calculator  Statistics & Probability, Number & 
Allowed   Algebra, Geometry & Measures         50%            June 2015   

  

The specification consists of 2 papers, (both which have to be taken at  the end of the course in June 2015 at 
either Higher or Foundation Tier.    

The specification for GCSE Maths uses different ways of learning and assessment, including a Functional skills 
element, to develop studentsô ability to think mathematically and to apply Maths in work, further study and 
their personal lives. 

Students will acquire basic transferable skills, such as the ability to: 
interpret and organise information  
ask questions 
solve problems 
choose a method or technique appropriate to a task 
communicate an argument. 

Problem solving will be a key element, requiring students to make choices and develop strategies. The      
assessment objectives have changed, shifting focus from recall of prescribed content to applying facts and 
knowledge to demonstrate skills during problem solving. 

 
Mathematics is one of the core subjects followed by all students.   
Students will study the syllabus appropriate to their tier of entry as specified by the board. There are two 
tiers of entry:  
Higher - leading to grades A*, A, B, C, D or U  

Foundation - leading to grades C, D, E, F, G or U  
 
U stands for Ungraded and is awarded to students who fail to meet the standards for the lowest grade in 
each tier.  
 
Students will study one of the two tiers in Year 10 depending on their attainment during Key Stage3 (Years 7 
to 9), a Year 9 exam and teacher assessment. We aim to get the students in the correct set for the higher or 
foundation tier of entry but on rare occasions, some students may be moved to the other tier depending on 
their progress in termly assessments over the course. 
 
The department will start teaching the GCSE specifications to Year 9 from May 2014, in current Maths sets.  

Students in the top sets may study an additional GCSE Maths qualification (Level 2 Further Maths) depending 

on their ability and progress in Year 10. 

 

STAFF TO CONTACT: Ms Shenai (Head of Department) 
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BTEC MUSIC 

EXAM BOARD:  Edexcel 

Music is all around us. It influences our moods and emotions and stimulates us in many ways. 
Following this BTEC Music course will develop your understanding of how music is performed, 
composed and you will gain an insight into working in the Music Industry.  Musicians can also go on to      
numerous careers beyond the world of Music, from Law to Medicine, as the skills required to be a good    
musician (creativity, listening, perseverance, team skills) are sought by employers from all walks of life.  
 

The BTEC Level 2 First Award in Music  has been developed to focus on: 
 
Education and training for musicians 
 
Providing opportunities for learners to gain a nationally recognized vocationally specific qualification to enter 
employment in the performing arts sector or to progress to further education vocational qualifications such as 
the Edexcel level 3 BTEC National in Music Practice or Music Technology 
 
Providing opportunities for Learners to develop a range of skills and techniques, personal qualities and      
attitudes essential for successful performance in working life. 

 

The Edexcel BTEC Level 2 First Award in Music is a 120 guided-learning-hour (GLH) qualification that consists 
of two mandatory units plus optional units. 

The Mandatory Units are:  
The Music Industry (Assessed Externally ) 
Managing a Music Product (Assessed internally) 
 
Students then study 2 optional units from:  

Introducing Live Sound (Assessed internally) 
Introducing Music Composition (Assessed internally) 
Introducing Music Performance (Assessed internally) 
Introducing Music Recording (Assessed internally) 
Introducing Music Sequencing (Assessed internally) 
 

PROGRESSION AT POST-16:  

Having completed the BTEC Level 2 Extended Certificate in Music, learners may wish progress to a Level 3 
course such as a BTEC National in either Music Performance or Music Technology in RR6. 

Alternatively students who have also studied Drama, Dance or Performing Arts qualifications alongside Music 
can progress onto BTEC Nationals or A Levels in Performing Arts. 

 

STAFF TO CONTACT: Mr. Lindsay (Head of Department) and Ms. Kirk 

 

** It is expected that you will be a member of one of the schoolôs music ensembles as this will benefit your 
musical development and it is important to share your talent with the school community.  
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      GCSE MUSIC 

EXAM BOARD: OCR J535  
Music is all around us. It influences our moods and emotions and stimulates us in 
many ways. Following this GCSE Music course will develop your understanding of 
how music is created through four Areas of Study. These provide focus and detail of 
specific areas of music. In the course you will learn how to compose and develop 
skills in performing and appraising music. Musicians can go on to numerous careers beyond the world of   
Music, from Law to Medicine, as the skills required to be a good musician (creativity, listening, perseverance, 
team skills) are sought by employers from all walks of life. 

AREA OF STUDY 1 ï MY MUSIC  
This is a study of the candidates chosen instrument, which can include voice. Candidates apply their         
understanding to the study of a piece which is within their capabilities and in a genre or style of their choice.  
They should then study the role of their instrument in it and techniques used to create the performance.  
This will then lead to the performance/ recording of the piece (15% of the total GCSE marks), a written  
commentary and brief (5%), and a composition (10%).  

Instrumental tuition is not part of class time.  

 

AREA OF STUDY 2 ï SHARED MUSIC  
Candidates will study how musicians work together in different stylistic and cultural contexts by studying;  

1.  How a solo part is supported and enhanced by an accompaniment 

2.  How parts combine in ensembles 

3. The impact of large musical forces in choral singing. 

This will lead to a group performance which will be recorded (15% of the total GCSE marks)  
Topics studied in AOS2 are also examined on the Listening Test. These include; 
Romantic Song, Pop Ballads, Classical Concerto, Jazz, Indian Classical music, Gamelan, Baroque and Classical 
chamber music, the great choral classics, African a capella singing. 

 

AREA OF STUDY 3 ï DANCE MUSIC  
Topics studied in AOS3 are examined on the listening test 
These include; Waltz, Latin Dance, Line Dance, Bhangra, Disco, Club Dance, jigs and reels 

There is also the opportunity for the second composition to be done in a dance style and this will be worth 
15% of the total GCSE marks. 

 
AREA OF STUDY 4 ï DESCRIPTIVE MUSIC  
Topics studied in AOS4 are examined on the written/listening paper and these include; Programme Music and 
Film Music. 

There is also the opportunity for the second composition to be done in one of these genres and this will be 
worth 15% of the total GCSE marks. 
 
COURSEWORK 
Coursework comprises 60% of the GCSE course. Two performances, two compositions  and an essay (details 
above). 
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GCSE Music 

 

EXAMINATIONS  
CREATIVE TASK  ï 20% of the total GCSE mark. (45MINS) 
Candidates will create and communicate a short piece of music in response to a 

stimulus set by OCR. 

 

OCR.  They will undertake this under controlled conditions. They will communicate their piece whether 
through performance on their instrument, voice or by writing it down.  
 

LISTENING TEST  ï 20% of the total GCSE mark. (1 HOUR) 
This will assess candidatesô knowledge and understanding of the content of Areas of Study 2, 3 and 4. 
 

PROGRESSION AT POST-16:  
Students can then go on to study óASô and óAô Level Music or BTEC Level 3 Music at RR6. 
 

** It is really helpful if you are able to have instrumental/vocal lessons during this course as you are not 
taught an instrument in class.  Please discuss with Mr Lindsay as help may be available. 

It is expected that you will be a member of one of the schoolôs music ensembles as this will benefit your mu-
sical development and it is important to share your talent with the school community.  

 

STAFF TO CONTACT: Mr Lindsay (Head of Department) and Ms Kirk 
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Edexcel GCSE in Physical Education  

The Edexcel GCSE Physical Education is taught over two years enabling students to 

develop their knowledge and understanding of physical education and physical      

activity, in relation to balanced healthy lifestyles.  

Learners must enjoy and participate in sport regularly whether as a participant or a leader/official to achieve 

success within the course. Having an interest in biology and scientific concepts is advantageous.  

This is an excellent course for students who are interested in sport as a profession or working within the 

sports industry in professions including sport scientists (drugs testing, medical research), physiotherapists, 

sports psychologists, strength and development coaches, sports research and development including        

engineering of sporting equipment.  

Learners must complete two core units 60% of which is practical (internally assessed) and 40% of which is 

theory (externally assessed through an examination).  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Practical Internal Assessment 

Learners undertake four practical performances which include the roles as performance/participant, official or 

leader. At least two of the four roles must be player/participant and must be from a minimum of two different 

activities. All learners will participate in set school sports. Learners can also be assessed in sports of their 

choice including any recognised forms of dance, competitive swimming, rowing, fencing, trampolining,     

gymnastics, korfball, martial arts, horse riding, skiing, surfing, climbing and others. 

Students will progress to A level PE or the BTEC Level 3 Subsidiary Diploma in Sport in RR6 In RR6 students 

will visit local leisure fitness industry programmes including the Wimbledon Squash Club. Opportunities to 

visit centres of sporting excellence such as St Maryôs University, meet elite sport professionals and visit   

laboratory research facilities will be provided. 

STAFF TO CONTACT: Ms Wildig (Head of KS3 PE), Ms Clarke (Head of KS4 PE) Ms Halpenny (Second in 

PE) 

 

 

Unit Core Units Assessed Method 

1 The theory of physical education External 

  Your healthy, active body External 

  Healthy active lifestyles and how this could benefit you  External 

2 

  

Performance in physical education Internal 

Practical performance Internal 

Analysis of performance Internal 
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BTEC First Award PERFORMING ARTS  

Acting  
Dance  
Musical Theatre (Music Dance and Drama)  
Production  

(Students choose one specialism from these)  

 

Syllabus Title:  BTEC Performing Arts  
Exam Board:  EDEXCEL 
Exam Details:    BTEC Level 2 First Award 

 

The BTEC in performing Arts offers broad and bite sized educational opportunities for students to study a vo-
cational qualification. Students have the opportunity to choose Acting, Dance, Musical Theatre, Mu-
sic Performance or Production as their specialism.  It is aimed at those who wish to work in the field of 
performing arts. The course includes all aspects of the performance world as well as acting, music and dance.  

 

Learners will complete a letter of application and a presentation/audition in response to a selected progres-
sion opportunity. There will be a selection of four pre -released progression opportunities for each academic 
year. The assessment activity will take place under controlled conditions and this will be assessed by an ex-
ternal examiner. 

 
The course is structured as follows: 
Edexcel BTEC Level 2 First Award in Performing Arts mandatory units  

1 Individual Showcase Externally Assessed  
2 Preparation, Performance and Production Internally Assessed  

 
Unit Optional specialist (students will complete one unit from the list below depending on your 
specialism).  

3 Acting  Skills Internal  

4 Dance  Skills Internal  

5 Musical Theatre Skills  Internal  

6 Production Skills  for Performance Internal  

There are several progression routes that students who achieve a Merit or above on this course could take at 
post-16 ï all of which are available at our Sixth Form RR6: 

A Levels in Drama, Performing Arts or Theatre Studies 

BTEC L3 Production Arts. 

BTEC L3 Performing Arts with routes in Acting, Musical Theatre or Arts Administration. 
 

Performing Arts can benefit students who wish to pursue a career in the arts, media, the communications in-
dustry, law, marketing and any career which deals with the public or presentations in business.  
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Work is assessed by case studies, assignments, performance observations, rehearsal 
logs and projects.  

Work is both internally and externally assessed by teaching staff and moderated by 
BTEC examiners.  

 

The BTEC Level 2 First Award offers direct progression onto BTEC National programmes which are offered at 
RR6 and Post 16 colleges/sixth forms. The certificate is equivalent to a GCSEs at A*-C grades. 

 

Performing Arts  is a practical subject, which requires commitment and dedication and doing the Acting or 
Dance strand will of course include performing to the public as part of the course.  

This is an ideal course for those interested in Performing Arts, the make up and skills needed in this industry 
and career progression into the Performing Arts Industry. Performing Arts allows students the opportunity to 
experiment and take risks; devlop teamwork and communication skills and build self confidence and        
professional abilities.  

 

PROGRESSION AT POST-16  

There are several progression routes that students who achieve a Merit or above on this course could take at 
post-16 ï all of which are available at our Sixth Form RR6: 

A Levels in Drama, Performing Arts or Theatre Studies 

BTEC L3 Production Arts. 

BTEC L3 Performing Arts with routes in Acting, Musical Theatre or Arts Administration. 

 

Performing Arts can benefit students who wish to pursue a career in the arts, media, the communications 
industry, law, marketing and any career which deals with the public or presentations in business.  

 

STAFF TO CONTACT:  Mr Ralton (Head of Drama), Ms Bates (Dance), Mr Lindsay (Head of Music), Ms 
Parry-Davis (Production) 
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Personal, Social, Health and Economic Education ðPSHE 

PSHE will give students a voice: in the life of the school, in our local community and in 
society at large.  It will also enables her to make a positive contribution, by developing 
the expertise and experience needed to claim her rights and understand her            
responsibilities, and prepare her for the challenges and opportunities of adult and    
working life. PSHE also gives her the knowledge and understanding that she will need to become a well  
informed citizen. 

PSHE at KS4  will help your daughter to lead a confident, healthy and responsible life as an individual and 
active member of society. Through work in PSHE and a wide range of activities across and beyond the   
curriculum students gain practical knowledge and skills to help them live healthily and deal with the social, 
moral and cultural issues they face as they approach adulthood.  It helps them to understand and manage 
responsibly a wider range of relationships as they mature and to show respect for the diversity of, and   
differences between people. It also develops students well being and self-esteem, encouraging belief in 
their ability to succeed and enabling them to take responsibility for their learning and future choices of 
courses and careers.  

Our programme is designed so that it is accessible to all our students. We use a wide range of suitable up 
to date and varied resources and we also make use of a wide range of outside agencies and organisations 
which provide the students with specialist knowledge.  

Impartial Careers Advice  
Students have access to face to face impartial careers Guidance either in the form of a group or individual 
careers interview.  The Interview is an opportunity for your daughter to discuss her future and next step 
options with a Careers Adviser who will give impartial information, advice and guidance.   
 
During the interview students will have the opportunity to:  
Discuss the main choices to be considered and how to make choices 
Discuss their individual career plans and look at routes of entry and how to move forward  
 
As a parent you can help by: 
Encouraging her to reflect on what she hopes to do post 16.  
Encourage her to think about the courses she is interested in studying further  
Start building up her knowledge of the qualifications she thinks she might need for any future career she is 
interested in.  

www.ucasprogress.com   ï information on all post -16 options in London, careers, CV building, careers 
matching quiz, career pathway planning. 
www.cascaid.co.uk/launchpad   ï license code: ablecode75 
www.kudos.co.uk/kudos  ï license code: ablecode75 
www.careersbox.co.uk  -  A range of job profile video clips.  This website has over 300 job profiles, a film 
club and a job delivery service.  
www.apprenticeships.org  -   take a look at the vocational opportunities available to you.  

PROGRESSION AT POST-16.  
This course introduces students to topics which could lead on to RR6 and A Level study in Government and 
Politics, Sociology and Economics. 

Careers include  Law, Social work, Politics, Civil Service, Media, Teaching, Local Authority Administration, 
Counsellor, Advertising and Marketing, Human Resources and the Police all need a sound Citizenship    
background.  

 

Staff to Contact: Mrs H Wilford  (Head of Department), Mrs Shew (Deputy Head of Department)  

http://www.ucasprogress.com/
http://www.cascaid.co.uk/launchpad
http://www.kudos.co.uk/kudos
http://www.careersbox.co.uk/
http://www.apprenticeships.org/
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BTEC First Award in Principles of Applied Science  

Syllabus Title:   NQF BTEC Level 2 in Principles of Applied Science  

Exam Board:    EDEXCEL 

 

Why do you need study a BTEC in Science at Key Stage 4?  

A BTEC in Science can provide you with a wide variety of skills that employers really need. 

BTEC will enable you to develop practical skills needed for a profession of your choice. 

BTEC is engaging as it provides you with practical skills needed for working jobs outside of Science 

The majority of jobs offered now and in the future will require a STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering and 

Maths) background. 

Students who study a Science on average earn over twice the amount of those who do not study Science. 

BTEC will develop your skills in communication, team work and analysis. 

BTECs are popular as the skills you learn and develop are essential for working and or going into higher   

education for example a Level 3 BTEC or AS or Aô Levels. 

 The two year BTEC course covers four main themes, which are subdivided in topics: 

Principles of Science  

Chemistry and Our Earth  

Energy and Our Universe  

Biology and Our Environment  

If you decide to opt for a BTEC First Award at Key Stage 4 you must have obtained an A* - B in your   

coursework. 

Exam details:    Principles of Science comprises of 5 learning aims. A mandatory paper is taken and is worth 

25% of your total grade. This is assessed and marked externally by the exam board.  

The remaining units are mandatory coursework based and worth 75% of your total grade. This is assessed 

and marked internally by the teacher, and moderated by the board.  

 

Extra -curricular Activities:  

During the course trips will be organised to both visit the Institute of Physics (IOP) and other activities sup-

porting the science curriculum. 

 

 STAFF TO CONTACT: Mr. Hykiel (Head of Department), Ms. Obeyesekere (Raising Standards Leader in  

Science and Head of Biology)   

https://www.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.yonoquierotransgenicos.cl%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2013%2F06%2Fscience-microscopoe.png&imgrefurl=http%3A%2F%2Fpiensachile.com%2Farticulos%2Fciencia-tecnica%2F&docid=WjGuZhiACvvnLM&tbnid=dwxAzwggRvF4
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GCSE Religious Studies  

 

Syllabus Title:  GCSE in Religious Studies 

Exam Board:    EDEXCEL Syllabus A Unit 1 & 8 

Exam Details:   Full Written Paper 

 

 

 

RE in Years 10 and 11 is challenging and interesting since it covers issues that concern all young people    
today, e.g. abortion, euthanasia, racism, sex before marriage, human rights, drugs, alcohol and crime.  

These types of topics will be examined by looking at religious attitudes towards them.  

 

All students study RE as part of their Key Stage 4 curriculum.  

The course we are running will not only satisfy the requirements of Merton Agreed Syllabus for RE, but will 
lead to a valuable GCSE. Students start studying GCSE RE in the summer term of year 9. This will give stu-
dents the opportunity to complete a full course GCSE in RE at the end of year 11. The full course covers two 
units called Religion and Life and Religion and Society. 

 

Students will be introduced to the challenging and varied nature of religion and the way this is reflected in 
experience, belief and practice.  

During the first year the units include, óBelieving in Godô, óMatters of Life and Deathô, óMarriage and the Familyô 
and ñReligion and Community Cohesionò.   

During the second year the units include ñRights and responsibilitiesò ñEnvironmental and medical issuesò 
ñPeace and conflictò and ñCrime and Punishment.  

These topics are presented to the students through various forms of media such as TV, film, print -media and 
music. All of which are embedded in each topic, keeping the course current and relevant.  

 

The Religion and Life course will be assessed by a 1½hour exam in the summer term of Year 11. The Religion 
and Society course will be assessed by a 1½hour exam in the summer term of Year 11. 

 

 

STAFF TO CONTACT: Ms Rose (Head of Department) 
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Sciences: Core GCSE, Additional GCSE and Triple  

(Biology GCSE, Physics GCSE and Chemistry GCSE)  

 

Exam Board:   OCR 

Overview of GCSE Core and Additional Science  

 

GCSE Core Science  

All students are required to follow the programme of study for Core Science.  
The syllabus followed is OCR 21 st  Century Science A.  

GCSE Science A has an emphasis on scientific literacy ï the knowledge and understanding that learners need 
to recognise the impact of science and technology on everyday life. Lessons make continual       reference to 
scientific  developments in the media and the implications that this has on our daily lives.  

The qualification, which will lead to the award of one GCSE, uses contemporary, relevant  contexts of 
interest to candidates, which can be approached through a range of teaching and learning activities.  
 

Recognise the impact of Science and technology on everyday life. 
Make informed personal decisions about issues and questions that involve science. 
Understand and reflect on the information included in (or omitted from) media reports and other sources of 
information.  
 
 

Some more detail about the contents of each subject offered at Key Stage Four: 

Core Science Detail  

Unit 1:       Unit 2:     Unit 3  

Module B1  You and your genes   Module B2  Keeping healthy Module B3 Life on Earth 

Module C1   Air quality     Module C2  Material choices Module C3 Chemicals in our Lives 

Module P1  The Earth in the Universe   Module P2  Radiation and life Module P3 Sustainable Energy 
 

 

Unit 4: controlled assessment  

The topic is decided by the exam board (OCR) and has to be carried out under controlled conditions. It 
counts towards 25% of the final GCSE grade. 
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GCSE Additional Science  

 

Students may opt to follow the programme of study for Additional Science.  The 
syllabus followed is OCR 21st Century Additional Science A. 

Additional Science features science for scientists. It prepares students for          
progression to study AS and A-level in the Sciences and beyond to University. By giving  more emphasis and 
space to fundamental ideas in the sciences, it provides a stimulating preparation for more advanced study. 
Additional Science leads to one GCSE grade on top of the Core Science GCSE that is  compulsory.  

 

Candidates will gain a deeper understanding of:  

Scientific explanations and models; 

How these concepts can be applied to the benefit of humanity;  

How scientists help to develop our understanding of ourselves and the world we inhabit.  

 

Additional Science Detail  

Unit 1:      Unit 2:       Unit 3:  

Module B4  The processes of life  B5  Growth and development   B6  Brain and mind 

Module C4   Chemical patterns  C5  Chemicals of the natural environment C6  Chemical synthesis2 

Module  P4   Explaining motion  P5  Electric circuits     P6   Radioactive materials 

 

Unit 4: controlled assessment  
The topic is decided by the exam board (OCR) and has to be carried out under controlled  conditions. It 
counts towards 25% of the final GCSE grade. 
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GCSE Triple Science Course  

The triple science is a course for students who have a passionate interest in Science 
and are prepared to go the extra mile in ensuring that they are successful.The pace 
of the course is very fast and a large amount of material is covered every lesson.  
Students are expected to carry out independent study every week and to dedicate 
themselves to the work that is being covered; for this reason the entry requirement 
for the course is demanding. 

Students need to be at least a Level 7c in Science in Year 9.  The course is for the most able and 
students should have  a deep interest in Science.  

Triple Science covers all of the topics covered in the Core Science and Additional Science courses but they are 
completed by the end of Year 10 and in greater detail.  
In Year 11 students will complete extension topics in Chemistry, Physics and Biology. These extension topics 
are a bridge to AS level and are more demanding.  
Year 11 Triple Science will also consist of separate controlled assessment tasks for each of the Sciences:   
Biology, Chemistry and Physics. 

The Triple Science qualification will lead to three GCSE awards in Biology, Chemistry and     
Physics.   

Triple Science will benefit those students wishing to pursue Higher Education courses within medicine,    
pharmacy, veterinary studies amongst many other choices.  GCSE Biology, Physics and Chemistry provides 
the opportunity to further develop understanding of scientific explanations, how science works, and aspects 
of biology relevant to careers in Science.  

GCSE Triple Science  provides distinctive and relevant experience for learners who wish to progress to Level 3 
qualifications (AS and A2) which are available in RR6. 

 

Details of Triple Science Course (Biology GCSE) odules B4, B5 an d  

Unit 1: Core Science    Unit 2: Additional Science   Unit 3: Triple Science  

Module B1  You and your genes  Module  B4  The processes of life   Module  B7  Further Biology 

Module  B2   Keeping healthy   Module  B5   Growth and development 

Module  B3   Life on Earth   Module  B6    Brain and mind 

163 ï Unit 3: (Module B7) A164 ï Unit 4: ( 

Controlled Assessment unit:  
The topic is decided by the exam board (OCR) and has to be carried out under controlled conditions. It 
counts towards 25% of the final GCSE grade. 

Assessment ï GCSE Bio logy A J243  
Details of Triple Science Course (Chemistry GCSE) Unit 2: (Modules C4, C5 an d C6)  

Unit 1: Core Science        Unit 2: Additional Science  

Module  C1  Air quality        C4  Chemical patterns 

Module  C2  Material choices               C5  Chemicals of the natural environment 
Module  C3  Chemicals in our lives: risks & benefits  C6  Chemical synthesis 

 
Unit 3: Triple Science  
C7  Further chemistry 

Controlled Assessment unit:  
This is a new system of assessment being introduced to the Science course to start with the  current Year 9 
cohort. The topic is decided by the exam board (OCR) and has to be carried out under controlled conditions. 
It counts towards 25% of the final GCSE grade. 
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Details of Triple Science Course (Physics)  

Unit 1:       Unit 2:      Unit 3:  
Module P1 The Earth in the Universe   P4  Explaining motion   P7  Further Physics studying the  

                  universe 
Module P2  Radiation and life             P5  Electric circuits     

Module  P3  Sustainable energy   P6   Radioactive materials 

 

The Controlled Assessment unit:  

The topic is decided by the exam board (OCR) and has to be carried out under controlled conditions. It 
counts towards 25% of the final GCSE grade. 

 

General Advice:  

Speak to your science teacher to seek guidance from them as to the most appropriate choices for you in Year 
10.  Speak to students in Years 10 and 11 to see what they chose and why.  Your teaching classes will 
change from Year 9, so donôt worry about your friendsô option choices.  You will probably have different 
teachers from your current Year 9 teachers. 
 
 
STAFF TO CONTACT FOR ALL SCIENCE COURSES:  Mr Hykiel (Head of Department),  

and Ms Obeyesekere 
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GCSE Spanish  

Syllabus Title:   Spanish  
Exam Board:    AQA 

 
Why do you need study a language at Key Stage 4?  

In the enlarged European Union, if you speak more than one language, you will enjoy more opportunities 
than ever before. 

Almost any job can involve languages, whether it is based in the UK or abroad. 

A language qualification will add a bonus to your career, making your more employable in the job market and 
you will be able to work anywhere in the EU or beyond.  

The GCSE Spanish will develop further your language skills. You will have the opportunity to: 

¶ develop your ability to understand and use the language effectively  

¶ develop an understanding of grammar and language patterns to help you speak and write the language           
accurately 

¶ learn about other cultures and civilisations, comparing them to your own  

¶ carry on studying it for AS and A level 

 
The two year GCSE course covers four main themes, which are subdivided in topics: 

Lifestyle  

Leisure  

Home and the environment  

Work and education  

 
If you decide to opt for a language at Key Stage 4, you must study the one you did at Key Stage3.  

Exam details:   Four compulsory papers with the following weighting:  

  1 Listening   (20%)  

  2 Reading     (20%)  

  3 Speaking   (30%)    2 tasks to be submitted  

  4 Writing      (30%)   2 tasks to be submitted  

Listening, Reading and Writing are  assessed and marked externally by the exam board. 

Speaking is assessed and marked internally by the teacher, and moderated by the board. 

Listening and Reading are both offered at Foundation and Higher levels. 

Speaking and Writing are untiered, and differentiated by outcome.  
 

RR6 offers AS Level Spanish. 
 

Extra -curricular Activities:  

In Year 10, there will be an opportunity to take part in a residential trip to Spain.  

 

STAFF TO CONTACT: Ms Mostefai (Head of Department), Mrs Shew (Deputy Head of Department)  

https://www.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.holacalgary.com%2Fphplib%2Flogoempresa.php%3Fid%3D2790&imgrefurl=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.holacalgary.com%2Famp_neg.php%3Fid%3D2790&docid=X3xXp6DTm-sy4M&tbnid=gG0VBFj7trB6IM%3A&w=512&h=384&ei=EyANU-aXKoeO0A
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Edexcel BTEC Level 2 First Award in Sport  

The Edexcel BTEC Level 2 First Award in Sport is taught over 120 guided learning 

hours (GLH)  The course  has core and optional specialist Units. 

This is an excellent course for students who are interested in sport as a profession or 

working within the sports industry in professions including the police, fitness industry, 

sports coaching and leisure centre management. 

Learners must complete two core units, and a choice of optional units.  The BTEC First 

Award has units that are assessed at school as well  as an external assessment. 

 
 

The course will be delivered practically and coursework will be submitted throughout the year. Students can 

be assessed orally and through observation and presentation work. There is an external assessment which 

is taken in school time. 

As part of the Unit 6 Leading Sports Activities students will work with local primary schools and Year 7 

groups delivering sports activities and running partnership events. Students will also gain leadership      

qualifications and attend regular outside agency programmes.  These have included the Sky Sports for   

Living Programme, Rugby Football Union Coaching, England Netball Association Young Leaders umpiring 

course, London Youth Rowing Club and YMCA Zumba. Students will gain an increased understanding of 

the fitness and leisure industry programmes. 

Students will progress to the BTEC Level 3 Subsidiary Diploma in Sport in RR6. In RR6 students will visit 

local leisure fitness industry programmes including the Wimbledon Squash Club. Students will also coach 

younger students in the school and develop their skills, qualities and responsibilities as a leader.  

 

 

STAFF TO CONTACT:  Ms Clarke (Head of KS4 PE), Ms Halpenny (Second in PE),Ms Wildig (Head of KS3 PE) 

Unit Core Units Assessment Method GLH 

1 Fitness for Sports Performance External 30 

2 Practical Sports Performance Internal 30 

  Optional Specialist Units     

3 The Mind and the Sports Performance Internal 30 

4 The Sports Performer in Action Internal 30 

5 Training for Personal Fitness Internal 30 

6 Leading Sports Activities Internal 30 
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BTEC First Award in Travel and Tourism   

Exam Board: Edexcel  

Key features of the BTEC First Award in Travel and Tourism:  

The BTEC Firsts in Travel and Tourism have been developed in collaboration with the travel and tourism  

sector to: 

Give education and training to future Travel and Tourism employees 

Give learners the opportunity to enter employment in the Travel and Tourism sector 

Give learners the opportunity to develop a range of skills, techniques, personal skills and attributes essential 

for successful performance in working life 

Learn more about the world in which we live 

What is covered by the BTEC First Award in Travel and Tourism?  

The Edexcel BTEC First Award in Travel and Tourism is taught over  

120 guided learning hours (GLH). Unit one is examined externally via a written exam. Units two, three 

and four are assessed internally.  

The table below outlines the units you will undertake as part of this course:  

The Award qualification is designed to give learners a basic grounding in understanding and knowledge of the 

Travel and Tourism sector, its customs and practices, it also includes a strong business element and would 

suit those who may wish to move into employment not just in the Travel and Tourism sector, but in business, 

finance or retail. 

STAFF TO CONTACT: Mr Englefield (Head of BTEC Travel and Tourism) or Ms Gale 

Edexcel BTEC Level 2 First Award in Travel and Tourism  

Unit  Core units  Assessment GLH 

1 The UK Travel and Tourism Sector.  In this unit, you will gain an understanding of 

the range of organisations involved with different types of tourism in the UK, includ-

ing their roles, how they work together and how they use technology to meet chang-

ing customer needs. This 

understanding is useful for a wide range of travel and tourism jobs, including travel 

services, tourism services, conferences and events, visitor attractions and passen-

ger transport. 

External 30 

2 UK Travel and Tourism Destinations.  This unit will give you an understanding of 

what the UK travel and tourism industry has to offer to tourists. It will enable you to 

identify and locate tourist destinations, major UK airports and seaports, as well as to 

discover sea routes and three-letter airport codes. 

Internal 30 

  Optional specialist units  

3 The Development of Travel and Tourism in the UK. This unit gives you the oppor-

tunity to explore how the UK travel and tourism industry has changed as lifestyles, 

interests and technology have changed, giving an insight into why it is such a dy-

namic sector. You will explore key developments that have shaped the sector, such 

as the rise of package holidays, the regeneration of coastal resorts and develop-

ments in transport and technology. 

Internal 30 

4 International Travel and Tourism Destinations. Throughout this unit you will be 

asked to locate numerous international holiday destinations and their gateways. You 

will also be asked to investigate natural features, local attractions, accommodation 

and transport options to suit a variety of customers in various holiday destinations. 

Internal 30 
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BTEC Certificate in Work Skills  

 

Syllabus Title :   BTEC Certificate in WorkSkills Level 2 

Exam Board:   EDEXCEL 

 

The Edexcel BTEC Level 2 qualifications in WorkSkills have been developed to give 

students the opportunity to: 

¶ engage in learning that is relevant to them and which will provide opportunities to develop a range 
of skills and techniques, personal skills and attributes essential for successful performance in   
working life 

¶ achieve a nationally recognised Level 2 vocationally-related qualification 

¶  progress to employment  

¶ progress to related general and/or vocational qualifications. 

 

Course Content:  

In achieving a BTEC Work Skills qualification, you  will study a number of  

Work Skills units. Each unit has been assigned an appropriate number of credits ( e.g. Searching for a Job- 1 
credit, Applying for a Job -1 credit, Preparing for an Interview ï 1 credit, Managing Your Own Money ï 2  
credits, Working in a team ï 3 credits, etc) 

 

To be awarded the Edexcel BTEC Certificate in Work Skills (Level2) you must achieve a minimum of 13  
credits. 

 

Assessment:  

All units within these qualifications are internally assessed. The qualifications are criterion referenced, based 
on the achievement of all the specified learning outcomes. 

To achieve a ópassô a student must have successfully passed all the assessment criteria. 

A variety of assessment methods is used, including assignments, tasks, short tests, case studies and        
work-based assessments, along with projects and performance observation. Practical application of the     
assessment criteria in a realistic scenario should be emphasised and maximum use made of practical work. 

There are lots of opportunities for speaking and listening, discussions, problem solving and role plays plus 
using your IT skills. 

 

STAFF TO CONTACT: Ms Bloom 

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=bQkPoJraGoHj8M&tbnid=D-evEVI_8iMB6M&ved=0CAgQjRw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fmnsucdc.blogspot.com%2F2013%2F09%2Fwhere-will-your-part-time-job-skills.html&ei=mCoNU9yiCqTY7AatgYGoDQ&psig=AFQjCNHr1rwRVbE
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NCFE Levl 2 CERTIFICATE IN CREATIVE STUDIES:   

CRAFT ï Focus on Textiles  

 

 

This course runs for two years, consists of 4 Units, which are assessed individually and possible 
grades are pass, merit and distinction.  
 
This qualification aims to:  

 develop a broad and comprehensive understanding of craft  

 develop a significant knowledge core which spans the vocational sector  

 provide academic and study skills that will support progression within craft and more broadly.  
 
The objectives of this qualification are to help learners to:  

 use raw materials, tools and equipment in a safe and competent manner  

 develop analytical and research skills  

 evaluate their own work, develop ideas and learning through the craft process  

 develop an understanding of health and safety considerations in the craft environment  

 develop an overview of enterprise skills and characteristics present in successful enterprising individuals  

 develop communication skills through a range of media.  
 
Unit 1 Exploring craft and enterprise skills  
At this level, learners will already have developed basic craft skills and knowledge of materials and           
techniques. In this unit, learners will extend their understanding of how to exploit the strengths and weak-
nesses of materials and resources according to their ideas and intentions. They will develop techniques to 
use the materials and resources appropriately and will observe health and safety procedures.  
Learners will also identify and explore enterprising project opportunities, selecting one to develop further. The 
unit encourages learners to reflect on their own enterprise skills and to relate them to their own career       
progression.  
 
Unit 2 Research and develop design ideas for craft items  
Learners will draw ideas from a range of sources to explore possible ways forward and will develop them 
creatively to achieve their intended outcome(s). Learners will record significant points of development in their 
craft work and will reflect on what they have done, making appropriate modifications in response to            
circumstances and feedback from Teachers and peers. Learners will follow health and safety procedures 
when developing and adapting ideas.  

Unit number and title Mandatory/optional  Assessment 
Unit 01 Exploring craft and en-

terprise skills 

Mandatory Internally assessed portfolio of evidence 

Unit 02 Research and develop 

design ideas for craft items 

Mandatory Internally assessed portfolio of evidence 

Unit 03 Respond to a craft brief Mandatory Externally assessed assignment 

Unit 04 Produce final craft work Mandatory Internally assessed portfolio of evidence 


